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DAN HARDIN AWARDED FOR CREATION OF COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL
CHECKLIST GENERATOR
NPFVOA, May 2016
Congratulations go out to Dan Hardin, District 13 Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Coordinator. He received the Captain Niels P. Thomsen Innovation Award on April 29, 2016 at Coast Guard Headquarters.
The award was presented for his efforts in developing and implementing the Commercial Fishing Vessel
Checklist Generator, which is a valuable job aid that generates a specific checklist of equipment required on
any particular fishing vessel.
The Checklist Generator has proven immensely popular and beneficial; it has saved both fishermen and
examiners time and effort in preparing for and successfully completing a dockside safety exam.
The Commercial Fishing Vessel Checklist Generator can be found at: www.uscg.mil/d13/cfvs/
test/1ChecklistCover.html. The link to the Checklist Generator can also be found on the main page of
www.fishsafe.info.
The Captain
Niels P. Thomsen Innovation
Award program
was established
in 2003 to recognize the exemplary efforts
of Coast Guard
members or
teams who create or implement innovative
solutions to
Coast Guard
challenges.
Please join
NPFVOA in
extending to
Dan congratulations and thanks
for a job well
done.

Contributed by Arxcis, Inc.

CARGO NETS
Cargo nets are very popular and often used
to move items to and from a vessel. They
may be used to off-load product or move gas
cylinders, ship’s stores or anything else that
is difficult to rig safely. One advantage of
cargo nets is that they completely encircle
the load, making it secure during the lift.
Disadvantages in using these nets are that
they can crush some delicate loads when
lifted and be damaged if used to lift heavy
loads that have sharp or protruding edges
such as pallets.
Before and after a cargo net is used it needs
to be inspected thoroughly in a well-lit location. Check for cuts, damaged eyes and fasteners, and damaged slings and hardware.
Check the joints for cuts and torn stitching.
Like all lifting hardware, cargo nets must
have a Safe Working Load (SWL) tag attached to the net. This tag is put on by the
manufacturer and shows the size of the net,
the material it is constructed out of and the
maximum load the cargo net is allowed to
lift. Homemade cargo nets are also required
to be load rated and individuals making these
nets must be qualified and follow an industry
accepted procedure for their construction,
know the type of material being used and
how to assign the safe working load for the
net. Damaged nets must be removed from
service and repairs of cargo nets must only
be performed by the manufacturer.
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FISHERMEN SAFE AFTER JOINT RESCUE BY COAST
GUARD, NAVY NEAR HAWAII

SUBCHAPTER M MOVES INTO FINAL PHASE
Ken Hocke, www.workboat.com, 2/24/2016
After a 10-year grind, Subchapter M could actually hit the finish line this
summer. The Coast Guard’s 46 CFR Subchapter M establishes an inspection regime for towing vessels, widely known in the past as uninspected
vessels. The Department of Homeland Security signed off on arguably the
most important legislation in the history of the barge industry and sent the
legislative package to the White House Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the final stage of the process before it is published in the Federal
Register. The American Waterways Operators, the national trade association for the tug, towboat and barge industry, said the final stage in the
administration review process typically takes about 90 days. This means
the rule could be published in the Federal Register by the end of June.
“This has been a long time coming. It’s a very safe bet the final rule will
be published sometime in June,” Jennifer Carpenter, AWO’s executive
vice president and COO, said during a phone interview. “The silver lining
is that the industry has had a lot of time to get ready for this. We’ll have to
see but I’m expecting that the industry has put this time to good use.”
In a statement released by AWO, Thomas A. Allegretti, the organization’s
president and CEO, said, “For over a decade, AWO has strongly supported the Coast Guard as it has worked to develop a towing vessel inspection
regime. We are very pleased that the end of the road to Subchapter M is in
sight now that the rule is under review at the White House Office of Management and Budget. The rule will raise safety standards throughout the
tugboat, towboat and barge industry, incorporating and building on the
safeguards that quality companies have already put in place and ensuring
that all towing vessels achieve a minimum threshold of safety that is necessary to protect lives, the environment and property. We urge OMB to
review the rule expeditiously.”
Now companies have to be ready to handle the changes — and the costs
— that Subchapter M will bring. The rule was first required in the 2004
Maritime Transportation Safety Act. It covers about 6,000 towing vessels.
Compliance will cost operators an estimated $14 million to $18 million
annually, industry wide, over a 10-year phase-in period. Twenty-five percent of a fleet must obtain a certificate of inspection each year.
“There’s a lot of very bad information about Subchapter M on the streets
— a lot of misunderstanding and myths,” Ian McVicker, towing vessel
coordinator at ABS Group, Paducah, Ky., said during a presentation at the
International WorkBoat Show in New Orleans in December. “So we must
focus on education.”
There are three main parts to compliance — vessel standards, drydock
exams, and a third-party safety management system, McVicker said. “All
of those parts must be met by compliance.”
He also said one of the most important things that companies can do in
advance of the final rule is to study the proposal and prepare all components of their business to be in compliance. It’s unlikely that the final rule
will differ much from the proposed rule, McVicker said.
In addition, he suggested talking to a company’s partners, asking shipbuilders, for example, if they are prepared for the rule and the work that
will relate to it, and make sure that the timeline for compliance is understood. There will be a two-year implementation period after the final rule
is published; after that, there will be a compliance phase-in period.
“The best thing that companies can do is educate themselves about the
rule, or have someone go through it with them. They could also meet with
the Coast Guard Towing Center of Expertise,” McVicker said.

USCG—BALLAST WATER REPORTING FORM
Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 4/15/2016
The U.S. Coast Guard issued a notice reminding stakeholders that the transition period within which use of the old ballast water reporting form remains acceptable expires on 30 April. Beginning 1 May, ballast water
management reports for ships equipped with ballast water tanks and bound
for ports or places in the United States must be made utilizing the new
form.
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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www.khon2.com, 3/11/2016
Three fishermen are safe after a joint rescue by the Coast Guard and Navy
approximately 161 miles southwest of Kona.
The men abandoned ship into a life raft after their 41-foot fishing vessel
Vicious Cycle began taking on water. It is not immediately known what
caused the vessel to take on water. The Coast Guard will investigate the
cause of the sinking.
Watchstanders at the Joint Rescue Coordination Center in Honolulu received an EPIRB alert notifying them of the distress situation. An HC-130
Hercules aircrew was immediately launched to the scene. They located the
fishermen in a life raft after they spotted the crew using a dim flashing
light and flares to signal them. An attempt to deploy a radio was unsuccessful due to poor visibility and weather.
An MH-60R helicopter aircrew from Navy Helicopter Maritime Strike
Squadron Thirty-Seven based in Kaneohe successfully hoisted all three
men into the helicopter and transported them to Coast Guard Air Station
Barbers Point on Oahu.
“These men were located and rescued fairly quickly due to their use of an
emergency positioning indicating radio beacon and also having it properly
registered,” said Mike Cobb, a duty watchstander at the Coast Guard 14th
District. “Because it was properly registered we were able to identify the
vessel, get in touch with the owner and confirm right away that they were
fishing in that area and that he was unable to get in touch with them.”
The men were treated for mild hypothermia by local emergency medical
services personnel and were taken to the Queen’s Medical Center – West
Oahu.
The USCGC Alex Haley, homeported in Kodiak, Alaska, was diverted
from their course back to Alaska to the scene along with the helicopter
crew from Navy HMS-37 and the good Samaritan crew of the fishing
vessel Princess K.

USCG—CFVS DISPENSING PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 3/14/2016
The U.S. Coast Guard promulgated a final rule revising its safety regulations for uninspected commercial fishing vessels (CFVs) carrying flammable or combustible liquid cargoes in bulk. The rule enters into effect on 13
April. 81 Fed. Reg. 13279.

COAST GUARD: MARINERS RESCUED AFTER VESSEL
CAUGHT FIRE
Sherlon Christie, www.app.com, 3/20/2016
NEW YORK – U.S. Coast Guard Station New London crewmembers rescued three mariners after their vessel caught on fire near Cerberus Shoal,
according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
A father of one of the mariners notified Coast Guard Sector Long Island
Sound that the 50-foot long liner Long Shot was burning near Fisher’s
Island. The crewmembers had abandoned ship and boarded a life raft, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
Watchstanders at Sector Long Island Sound launched boat crews from
Coast Guard Station Montauk and Coast Guard Station New London. A
helicopter crew from Air Station Cape Cod also responded. Station New
London crewmembers in a 45-foot Response Boat-Medium arrived on
scene and recovered the mariners and life raft. The mariners were all wearing survival gear, including lifejackets, and no injuries or medical concerns
were reported, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.
“It was an excellent response from all involved,” said Mark Averill, a
Command Duty Officer at Coast Guard Sector Long Island Sound. “The
mariners took appropriate action, had their survival gear onboard and safely utilized the life raft. Three lives saved is a good day.”
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COAST GUARD RESCUES THREE FISHERMEN AS
THEIR VESSEL SINKS ONE MILE OFF GRAYS HARBOR

COAST GUARD SENDS THREE FISHING VESSELS BACK
TO PORT FOR SAFETY VIOLATIONS
www.q13fox.com, 3/9/2016

www.q13fox.com, 4/15/2016

SEATTLE (AP) – U.S. Coast Guard officials say they ordered three commercial fishing vessels in Puget Sound back to port after multiple safety
violations were found.
Officials say the safety violations included having no personal flotation
devices, insufficient fire extinguishers, insufficient visual distress signals
and no sound-producing devices, among others.
Officials say the fishing vessel crews were sent back to port to correct the
deficiencies and to satisfactorily complete a dockside safety exam with
Coast Guard personnel.

GRAYS HARBOR, Wash. — A Coast Guard boat crew rescued three
fishermen after their vessel took on water and sank less than one mile outside of Grays Harbor.
The Coast Guard said a crew from Coast Guard Station Grays Harbor
transported the fishermen to shore, where emergency medical services
personnel evaluated one of them for a reported heart condition.
The crew of the 74-foot fishing vessel Privateer called Station Grays Harbor watchstanders via VHF radio channel 16, stating they were taking on
water through an 8-to-12-inch hole, deploying their life raft and donning
immersion suits preparing to abandon ship, the Coast Guard said.
After arriving on scene, the crew made the advisement to abandon ship and
pulled all three fishermen off the sinking vessel.
“It was clear the fishing crew had conducted drills and were prepared for
an emergency,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class Jacob Hylkema. “They had
marine VHF radios, a life raft and immersion suits. It was a terrifying situation, but their actions proved they were ready.”
The cause of the sinking is currently unknown, the Coast Guard said.

THEY SAVED THEIR OWN LIVES
soundings.com, 5/4/2016
When a 42-foot commercial fishing boat began rapidly taking on water
after colliding with a larger boat off the New Jersey coast, the three-man
crew’s safety training proved to be the difference between life and death.
“The crew of the fishing vessel Last Stand was extremely prepared and
knowledgeable on their safety equipment and procedures,” said Petty Officer 2nd Class James Pappas of Coast Guard Station Cape May, officer of
the day during the April 28 incident.
“Their readiness allowed them to abandon ship within 10 minutes of the
collision, including scrambling into their survival suits and ultimately into
their life raft. They saved their own lives.”
A request for assistance came from the captain of the Last Stand, who said
the boat was sinking after a collision with the 78-foot tug Dean Reinauer,
according to the Coast Guard.
The Coast Guardsmen who responded got the men out of the life raft and
into a rescue boat. The fishing boat sank.

NEW MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL BOOKLETS
National Maritime Center, 3/15/2016
The National Maritime Center (NMC) has been working with the Government Printing Office to refresh the Merchant Mariner Credential (MMC)
booklet. The new design is complete, and the supply of the current MMCs
is being depleted. The NMC will begin to issue the updated MMC when
the supply of current booklets is exhausted. The new MMCs feature an
improved layout with graphic images of historic lighthouses, the Eads
Bridge, the Merchant Marine Emblem, and a first-order Fresnel lens. Additionally, the cover of the MMC has been stiffened for greater durability.
All currently active credentials will remain valid until their printed expiration dates. There will be no change to endorsement labels that are issued as
a result of an application for a raise of grade or increase in scope of a valid
MMC.

COAST GUARD WARNS OF CONSEQUENCES FOR
FALSE MAYDAY CALLS
dailyastorian.com, 5/4/2016
The Coast Guard issued a warning that there are serious legal consequences
for making false mayday reports.
Coast Guard Sector Columbia River Command Center personnel received
four potentially false mayday calls recently.
“Hoax calls waste valuable time and resources, but most importantly it
potentially puts responding personnel in danger and can interfere with legitimate search and rescue cases,” said Lt. Cmdr. Erika Barron, Command
Center Chief, Sector Columbia River. “With busy spring and summer boating seasons, false distress calls can divert essential resources when they are
needed elsewhere to ensure the safety of the public.”
Making a hoax call to the Coast Guard is a crime punishable by up to six
years in prison; a $250,000 criminal fine, a $5,000 civil fine and reimbursement to the Coast Guard for operating costs incurred. The hourly standard
rates for Coast Guard assets can be found at Coast Guard Reimbursable
Standard Rates. A motor lifeboat, for example, costs $3,578 an hour. An H60 helicopter bills $15,562 an hour.
Boaters are encouraged to contact their local Coast Guard unit and relay
any mayday calls they hear.

FUEL SAFE
FUELING SPILLS AND INATTENTION
Dept. of Ecology, March 2016
The Department of Ecology’s Spills Program investigates oil spills in
Washington State to determine immediate causes and contributing factors.
Inattention is the most frequently cited immediate cause and contributing
factor of oil spills that occur during fuel transfers. The reasons why inattention occurs can be debated, however awareness of the issue is critical in
preventing oil spills.
The following suggestions can be taken to prevent or counteract inattention during oil-transfers:

Check and double check all valve alignments.

Follow written procedures for checking system status before use.

Never assume that a system is the way you left it the last time you
used it.

Monitor all tanks, even inactive tanks.

Always check the planned oil transfer rate against the observed rate
and shut down to investigate if they don’t match.

Minimize distractions such as cell phone use.
For more information about prevention-related topics and references, such
as the Ecology Bunkering Best Practices Manual, please visit:
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/prevention/prevention_section.htm

OMB—COMMERCIAL F/V NPRM CLEARED
Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 5/9/2016
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has cleared the draft proposed rulemaking for the project entitled “Commercial Fishing Vessels–
Implementation of 2010 and 2012 Legislation.” The document has been
returned to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the U.S.
Coast Guard for final preparation in advance of publication in the Federal
Register.
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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EVALUATION: FIRST YEAR OF OSHA INJURY
REPORTING HELPS

NEW NIOSH STUDY SUPPORTS THE OSHA ANNUAL FIT
TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR FILTERING FACEPIECE
RESPIRATORS

OSHA QuickTakes, 3/17/2016
During the first full year of a new reporting requirement, employers reported 10,388 severe injuries, including 7,636 hospitalizations and 2,644
amputations. For more statistics and the evaluation of the impact of the
new requirements, see the full report: https://www.osha.gov/
injuryreport/2015.pdf.
In the majority of cases, OSHA asked employers to conduct their own
incident investigations and propose remedies to prevent future injuries.
OSHA provided employers with guidance materials to assist them in this
process. Known as a Rapid Response Investigation, this collaborative,
problem-solving approach invites the employer and an area OSHA expert
to work together toward the shared goal of fixing hazards and improving
overall workplace safety. At other times, the agency determined that the
hazards described warranted a worksite inspection.
“In case after case, the prompt reporting of worker injuries has created
opportunities for us to work with employers we wouldn’t have had contact
with otherwise,” said report author David Michaels, Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Occupational Safety and Health. “The result is safer workplaces
for thousands of workers.” Read Dr. Michaels’ blog for examples of workplace safety success stories that resulted from collaboration between employers and OSHA, http://blog.dol.gov/2016/03/17/a-year-of-injuries-andlessons/.
Injury types
Amputation
Hospitalization
Total

NIOSH Science Blog, Ziqing Zhuang, PhD; Michael Bergman, MS; and
Jaclyn Krah, MA, 1/5/2016
Results of a recently completed NIOSH study confirm the necessity of the
current Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) respirator
fit testing requirement, both annually and when physical changes have
occurred. The study’s conclusions emphasize that respirator users who
have lost more than 20 pounds should be re-tested to be sure that the current size and model of respirator in use still properly fits. For over three
years, NIOSH researchers followed a cohort of 229 subjects measuring
N95 filtering facepiece respirator (FFR) fit and physical characteristics
(e.g., face size, weight) every six months. Prior to this study, very little
research existed looking at the relationship between respirator fit over an
extensive period of time and the change in facial dimensions, as could be
caused by weight gain or loss. OSHA requires FFR users to undergo an
annual fit test, which is vital to ensuring continued proper respirator fit. In
addition to annual fit testing, OSHA requires that fit testing be repeated
“whenever an employee reports, or the employer or the physician or other
licensed health care professional makes visual observations of changes in
the employee’s physical condition that could affect respirator fit (e.g. facial
scarring, dental changes, cosmetic surgery, or an obvious change in body
weight.)” (OSHA, 1998)

Severe Injury Reports 2015
RRI
Inspection
41.34%
58.66%
69.46%
30.54%
62.13%
37.87%

BSAI CRAB FLEET MUCH SAFER
Fishermen’s News Online, 4/20/2016
A new National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health report says a
U.S. Coast Guard decision to begin crab vessel dock checks was a major
factor in greatly improved safety for crew working in the Bering Sea/
Aleutian Island fisheries.
The NIOSH report, released on April 14, noted that back in the 1990s, the
BSAI was the most hazardous commercial fishing in the United States,
with 73 crew members killed on the job from vessel disasters, falls overboard, or on-board injuries.
Between the 2005/06 and 2012/13 crab fishing seasons, by comparison,
there was one fatality among the 65 injuries in the fleet reported to the
Coast Guard. The other 64 injuries ranged from minor to severe, but most
were minor or moderate, according to their report.
While safety regulations in place at that time required vessels to carry
lifesaving equipment, such as immersion suits and life rafts, the regulations did not address the issue of vessels overloaded with crab pots, a major cause of vessel disasters and deaths, the NIOSH report said.
That gap in safety regulations was partially corrected by the Coast Guard
in 1999 with the introduction of the “At-the-Dock Stability and Safety
Compliance Check” program. Coast Guard personnel began checking crab
vessels at Dutch Harbor prior to departure to ensure that each was loaded
in compliance with their stability instructions. Fatalities dropped.
Also in 2005, the crab rationalization program approved by the North Pacific Fishery Management Council resulted in an extended fishing season,
and smaller pot loads, and allowed for a more experienced and potentially
less fatigued crew, the report said. Consolidation of the fishing fleet, from
an average of 243 vessels from 2001 through 2004 to 78 vessels from
2005 through 2010 also played a role, according to the federal fisheries
council.
The complete “Assessment of Safety in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Island
Crab Fleet” report is online at www.cdc.gov.

An evaluation of 2015 results found that the requirement met its intended
goals of helping OSHA focus resources where they are most needed, and
engaging employers in high-hazard industries to identify and eliminate
hazards.
“OSHA will continue to evaluate the program and make changes to improve its effectiveness,” Dr. Michaels wrote in the report. “And we are
seeking new ways to make sure that small employers know about their
reporting obligations and the resources available to them.”

OSHA UPDATES EYE AND FACE PROTECTION
STANDARDS IN FINAL RULE
OSHA Trade Release, 3/28/2016
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration has published a final
rule that updates requirements for personal protective equipment for workers in general industry, shipyards, longshoring, marine terminals and construction.
The final rule reflects current national consensus standards, and ensures
that workers can use up-to-date eye and face protection.
The rule updates references in OSHA’s Eye and Face Protection Standards
to recognize the ANSI/ISEA Z87.1-2010, Occupational and Educational
Personal Eye and Face Protection Devices, while deleting the outdated
1986 edition of that same national consensus standard. OSHA is also retaining the 2003 and 1989 (R-1998) versions of the ANSI standard already
referenced in its standard.
In addition, the final rule updates the construction standard by deleting the
1986 version of the ANSI standard that was referenced and now includes
the same three ANSI standards referenced above to ensure consistency
among the agency’s standards. OSHA’s final rule becomes effective on
April 25, 2016.
Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, employers are
responsible for providing safe and healthful workplaces for their employees. OSHA’s role is to ensure these conditions for America’s working men
and women by setting and enforcing standards, and providing training,
education and assistance. For more information, visit www.osha.gov.
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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OTHER NEWS

OTHER NEWS

FAIR WARNING: MIT ROGUE WAVE PREDICTION
TOOL

AFTER THE ACCIDENT

www.soundingsonline.com, 3/16/2016

Fishermen tend to keep safety high on their list of priorities.
But with the sheer number of rules and safety suggestions out there, it can
be difficult to keep everything together. While you might think you have
your safety plan down pat, just remember — it’s never just one thing that
sinks a boat.
One hole in your emergency plan or a single piece of failing equipment
could put in motion a much more dangerous scenario.
Just last week, the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership and Fishing
Partnership Support Services introduced a comprehensive guidebook for
dealing with at-sea emergencies. It covers everything from vessel inspections before you leave the dock to who you should call after you’re safe on
shore post-trip.
The manual is called RESCUES: Responding to Emergencies at Sea and to
Communities Under Extreme Stress.
While the manual covers a lot, the most important piece may be the section
that doesn’t have much to do with being out on the water. Chapter 4, titled
“The Aftermath,” aims to help prepare individuals, groups and entire
coastal communities for a crisis affecting members of the commercial fishing industry, such as the sinking of a boat or the search for crew members
lost overboard at sea.

National Fisherman, Samuel Hill, 3/28/2016

Don’t expect it as a smartphone app or a feature on the multifunction display at your helm station anytime soon, but some really smart people at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology have developed a prediction tool
that may give mariners a 2- to 3-minute warning of an incoming rogue
wave.
“It’s precise in the sense that it’s telling us very accurately the location and
the time that this rare event will happen,” says Themis Sapsis, a professor
of mechanical engineering at MIT. “We have a range of possibilities, and
we can say that this will be a dangerous wave and you’d better do something. That’s really all you need.”
Rogue waves can be eight times higher than the surrounding seas and can
strike in otherwise calm waters with virtually no warning. They have been
a mysterious scourge to mariners throughout history.
The tool, in the form of an algorithm, http://news.mit.edu/2016/predictiontool-rogue-waves-0225, sifts through data from surrounding waves to spot
clusters that may develop into a rogue wave. Depending on a wave
group’s length and height, the algorithm computes a probability that the
group will turn into a rogue wave within the next few minutes.
The tool is designed for the commercial market, providing offshore crews
with enough time to shut down essential operations on a ship or offshore
platform. Maybe this is the start of something big.

FISHING CLEAN
National Fisherman, Samuel Hill, 4/11/2016
The New Bedford Standard-Times published an article exploring the possibility of mandatory drug testing on commercial fishing boats.
The article revolves mainly around an interview with New Bedford veteran
scallop captain Rick Lynch, a former alcoholic and heroin user in longterm recovery. Lynch was 16 when he started working for fishing boats in
the late ’80s when he says, “There was cocaine running around, there was
heroin everywhere… All we did was drink.” The reporter writes that
“Lynch has been around long enough to fall into a few bottles, or needles,
and climb back out again.”
I think it’s really important to recognize that Lynch is lucky to have recovered from these bad habits. He says he’s 15 years sober and has been a
captain for 14. A lot of people aren’t able to do that. A lot of people aren’t
that lucky.
The interview took place in October, but surfaced at the Standard-Times in
March after drug raids aboard New Bedford fishing vessels that led to
eight arrests. Lynch floated the idea of mandatory drug testing in the interview.
The arguments against it came rolling in. It’d be too expensive. Fishermen
don’t need more regulations. It’s an invasion of privacy. Fishermen come
and go too often. “I believe we would lose 100% in our small fleet,” wrote
one reader when the story was shared on National Fisherman’s Facebook
page.
This is obviously a complicated issue, but the argument comes down to
one thing: Drug testing for maritime workers can save lives.
We all know commercial fishing is one of the most hazardous professions
in the world. While I don’t have any stats or studies in front of me, I think
it’s safe to say that it becomes more dangerous the more hard drugs there
are onboard.
I don’t think testing has to be state or federally required. Fishing boat owners and captains could take it upon themselves to do what they can to fight
the drug epidemic on the waterfront. They’d be saving lives onboard.
One source in the article notes that the drug arrests and deaths also tarnish
the reputation of the fleet as a whole. While public image isn’t exactly the
frontrunner in this argument, they have a point. Turning a blind eye to a
rampant drug problem doesn’t reflect well on your sustainable, fresh, local
product.
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

5

“The idea is that, when a crisis occurs, folks in our fishing ports will be
able to consult the manual and know right away how the Coast Guard and
other authorities are responding — and where they can turn for reliable
information and support,” said J.J. Bartlett, president of Fishing Partnership Support Services, in a press release.
Bartlett said the manual describes “how families may access services and
resources that exist to help them during these terrible situations and for
long afterwards.”
The chapter covers topics like how to deal with telling the families of lost
crew members, talking to the media about an accident, recovering a vessel
or body from sea and planning a memorial service. Insurance, legal and
counseling are also discussed at length in the chapter.
“To me, RESCUES is about peace of mind,” said Angela Sanfilippo, president of both the Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association and the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership, in a release. “Many of us who have been
involved for years in helping fishermen and their families are in the last
years of our working lives and it is good to know that the knowledge and
insights we have gained are now gathered in one place for the benefit of
future generations.”
On a reflective note, she added, “Working on this manual brought back
painful memories of when a fisherman or an entire crew died at sea. That
was very hard for us. At the same time, we relived those moments when a
fisherman was saved from death because of a smart and courageous rescue.
We were heartened by the realization that more lives were saved in the past
40 years than were lost.”
You can fight tooth and nail to make your boat and operation as safe as
possible, but something might still happen out at sea. Whether you’re new
to the industry and need a guide, are a veteran looking to brush up on your
safety knowledge, or have recently suffered a loss, you can check out the
manual for free online: http://fishingpartnership.org/services/
rescuemanual/.
The manual was created in partnership with MIT Sea Grant and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.

HOUSE—BILL INTRODUCED RE EPIRBS & PLBS
Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 3/9/2016
Representative Murphy (D-FL) introduced the Austin and Perry Safe Boating Incentive Act (H.R. 4705) to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to provide a nonrefundable credit for the purchase of emergency positionindicating radio beacons and personal locator beacons.
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MAY–DECEMBER 2016 CLASS SCHEDULE

SAFETY BITES & MEMBER NEWS

STCW 5-day Basic Training (BT)
$975 Members / $1,075 Non-members
May 9-13, Jun. 20-24, Jul. 18-22, Aug. 22-26, Sept. 19-23, Oct. 17-21,
Nov. 14-18, Nov. 28-Dec. 2

NEW MEMBERS

STCW Basic Training Refresher
$700 Members / $750 Non-members

NPFVOA is pleased to welcome the following new members:

May 9/11/12, June 21/22/23, Jul. 19/20/22, Aug. 23/24/26, other dates
TBD

Associates:

Bay Ship & Yacht Co.

Medical Emergencies at Sea
$110 Members / $135 Non-members

Vessels:

POLAR SEA

May 9, May 11, May 27, Jun. 22, Jul. 20, Aug. 26, Sept. 19, Oct. 21, Nov. 14,
Nov. 28, Dec. 15

Individuals:

Amy Schaub

2-Day Basic Fire Fighting
$495 Members / $515 Non-members

THANK YOU!
We greatly appreciate the following donations from our members and
friends in the industry:

Alexander Gow Fire Equipment Co.—Fixed Fire System Repair

Marine Safety Services—Life Raft Support

O’Hara Corporation—Immersion Suits

May 10-11, Jun. 20-21, Jul. 18-19, Aug. 22-23, Sept. 20-21, Oct. 17-18,
Nov. 15-16, Nov. 29-30

Drill Instructor Workshop
$110 Members / $135 Non-members
May 10, May 19, Jun. 8, Jul. 12, Aug. 10, Sept. 16, Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 12

Shipyard Competent Person
$475 Members / $495 Non-members
May 4-6, Jun. 1-3, Jul. 6-8, Sept. 7-9, Oct. 5-7, Nov. 2-4, Dec. 7-9

Shipyard Competent Person Refresher
$185 Members / $195 Non-members

NEW HACCP CLASS
NPFVOA has partnered with Seafarers Worldwide Career Training to
provide the 3-Day HACCP Certification course. HACCP Certification
remains current for five years. If you need the initial training or it’s time to
renew your certification, give us a call to register for one of our upcoming
training classes, June 6-8 or November 16-18.

May 6, Jun. 3, Jul. 8, Sept. 9 , Oct. 7, Nov. 4, Dec. 9

OSHA–TRACKING OF WORKPLACE INJURIES AND
ILLNESSES

Safety Equipment & Survival Procedures
$210 Members / $240 Non-members
Jun. 14, Aug. 16

Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 5/12/2016
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) promulgated
a final rule to revise its Recording and Reporting Occupational Injuries
and Illnesses regulation. The final rule requires employers in certain industries to electronically submit to OSHA injury and illness data that employers are already required to maintain under existing regulations. OSHA
intends to post that data on a publicly accessible internet site, excluding
individually identifiable information. Changes are also regarding how
employers inform employees to report work-related injuries and illnesses.
Portions of the final rule enter into effect on 10 August, with the remaining portions coming into effect on 1 January 2017. 81 Fed. Reg. 29623.

4-Day STCW Medical Care Provider
$995 Members / $1,100 Non-members
Dec. 5-8

24-Hour HAZWOPER Technician
$375 Members / $400 Non-members
May 23-25, Jun. 27-29, Jul. 25-27, Aug. 29-31, Sept. 12-14, Oct. 24-26,
Nov. 28-30, Dec. 19-21

8-Hour HAZWOPER Refresher
$150 Members / $175 Non-members
On first or last day of 24-Hour class

FALL GOLF DATE

Specimen Collection Certification
$100 Members / $125 Non-members

Save the date for our Fall Golf Tournament Fundraiser on September 20th
at Redmond Ridge. Watch your mail and inbox for registration flyers this
summer. To join the mailing list, send an email to info@npfvoa.org.

May 17, Jun. 16, Jul. 14, Aug. 4, Sept. 15, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 14

8-Hour Shipboard Damage Control
$300 Members / $315 Non-members

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program Staff

Call for Dates

Karen Conrad – Executive Director
Rebecca Hanratty – Program Coordinator
Brie Vennard – Program Assistant

AB Seamen Unlimited
$950 Members / $950 Non-members
Call for Dates

info@npfvoa.org

Oupv—Operator of Uninspected Passenger Vessel
“Six Pack”
$850 Members / $850 Non-members

For your convenience, current and past issues of our
newsletter are available online at npfvoa.org.

Call for Dates

This newsletter is published quarterly by the North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners’ Association
(NPFVOA) Vessel Safety Program and is free to members.
To receive a subscription, please consider joining NPFVOA by completing the membership form
on the back page and mailing it to NPFVOA with the appropriate fee. Memberships are annual,
and all contributions are tax deductible.

100 Ton
$495 Members / $495 Non-members
Call for Dates
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

www.npfvoa.org
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NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
Courses Include:

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tim Vincent—President
Vincent Maritime Services

Annemarie Todd
Icicle Seafoods, Inc.

Jason Brantley—Treasurer
Bank of America

Darrin Manor
United States Seafoods

Kurt Gremmert
Spartan Ltd.

Mark Weed
Golden Alaska Seafoods

Chris Kline
Alaska Boat Co.

Jim Woeppel—Legal Counsel
Woeppel Law PLLC

Kevin Kaldestad
Tom Suryan
Mariner Boats

Ken Tippett
Coastal Alaska Premier
Seafoods

Rich Morgan
Lauren Frey
Servco Pacific Insurance

Jonathan Parrott —
Technical Advisor
Jensen Maritime Consultants

Marty Teachout
Katie Knifong
Trident Seafoods

Aaron Harrington
Global Diving & Salvage

· STCW Basic Training
· STCW Basic Training Refresher
· STCW 2-Day Basic Firefighting
· STCW Medical Emergencies at Sea
· STCW Personal Survival Techniques
· STCW Personal Safety & Social Responsibility
· STCW 32-Hour Medical Care Provider
· Drill Instructor Workshop
· 24-Hour HAZWOPER Technician
· 8-Hour HAZWOPER Refresher
· Specimen Collection Certification
· Shipyard Competent Person
· Shipyard Competent Person Refresher
· 8-Hour Shipboard Damage Control
· Able Seaman
· OSHA Marine 10-Hour
· Shipboard Watertight Door & Hatch Training
· OSHA Compliance at the Dock or Shipyard
· Onboard Drill Instructor Workshop
· 2-Hour In-the-Water Survival Training
· Crane Operations & Maintenance
· Navigation: Collision Avoidance
· OUPV, 100-Ton and 200-Ton License

Sarah Scherer
Seattle Maritime Academy

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

· O/B Fire Team Training

Additional custom courses to fit all your
safety training needs!
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The NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program is a non-profit association dedicated to education and training in marine safety. Because safety is a concern for everyone in our industry,
NPFVOA seeks membership from an expanded industry sector—commercial fishing, workboats, passenger and recreational vessels, and the businesses that support them.
Company Name:
Vessel Name:
Primary Contact Name & Title:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Would you like to receive information & updates via email?

Yes

No

Would you like us to link to you from our web site?

Yes

No

Web Site:

Please describe the services your company provides:

Vessel Information

Vessel/Gear Type(s)

Target Fisheries

Length (feet):
Tonnage (GRT):

 Vessel (over 79 ft.)
 Vessel (60-79 ft.)
 Vessel (under 60 ft.)
 Associate

$600
$300
$125
$400

 Individual

$75

Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to business personnel only; vessel crew ineligible at this level.
(Appropriate for marine support industry, e.g., law firms, ship yards, fuel suppliers, etc.)

Benefits are limited to named individual and are non-transferable
(Appropriate for crewmen and single-person business entities.)

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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