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CALL OUT TO THE CAPTAINS
Troy Rentz, USCG, July 2014
A recent study confirmed that the most common fatal event in commercial fishing is a
fall overboard. The National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
statistics show that on average 15 U.S. commercial fishermen die each year due to unexpected falls overboard. Additionally,
many deaths occur when fishermen are cast
into the water from skiffs overturning, rogue
waves or vessels that capsize crossing hazardous bars. Most of these deaths could be
prevented by the wearing of personal flotation devices (PFDs).
Often it is preoccupation with work and
daily lives that prevents fishermen from
taking the minimal precaution of wearing a
personal flotation device. On deck, fishermen are well within their comfort zone doing things the way they always have. EVERYTHING changes with a fall overboard;
we leave our comfort zone and without a
PFD we enter an instant struggle for survival. The water’s surface is a line between
living and dying. Above it we breathe, we can swim – we can survive. Below it is almost certain
death. A PFD will keep you just above that critical line.
Fishing vessel captains have a great deal of influence on their crews and are in ideal positions to
make a difference by implementing shipboard rules on the wearing of PFDs. It is great to see captains who understand the high risk of falling overboard and are doing something about it. The most
effective changes take place in fishermen’s attitudes. Most fishermen are committed to being safe.
Once enough fishermen understand the high risk of falls overboard, everyone will work together
and have a shared sense of responsibility to prevent them.
So here’s my call out to all fishing vessel Captains: have a shipboard policy on the use of PFDs,
enforce it and conduct regular man overboard drills.
Continued on page 3

Contributed by Arxcis, Inc.
TRAINING PREVENTS ACCIDENTS
There are always certain inherent dangers when
working with and around pedestal cranes which
can be broken down into two categories, crane
hazards and rigging hazards. Crane hazards include overloading, two-blocking, poor load control, crane deficiencies, and hoisting personnel.
Rigging hazards include rigging failure, unsecured
loads, poor communication, and not securing the
area around load path. Training is essential for all
those involved in the lift. The operator presides
and is responsible for all aspects of the lift. A prelift meeting is required before each lifting operation to make sure the operator, riggers, and signalman are all on the same page. Some more complicated lifts termed “critical lifts” may require additional planning. Critical lifts include lifts near the
capacity of the crane or the rigging; lifts where the
weight of the load is unknown and estimates put it
near or at half the capacity; lifts where the path
will be over areas where pedestrian traffic is high;
hoisting personnel, especially from vessel to vessel; and lifts in dark, foggy conditions or in extreme weather. Unfortunately, many individuals
involved in crane operations have not been properly trained. This training should include how to
properly inspect the crane each day before it is
used, determining the load’s weight and center of
gravity, selecting the correct rigging hardware and
how to inspect it before each use, the different
methods for attaching the rigging to the load, and
ensuring load stability when the load is lifted.
Properly trained operators and riggers are the key
to safe crane operations.
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READYING FOR ENFORCEMENT

CONSEQUENCES: AN OPEN AND SHUT CASE

Pacific Fishing Magazine, August 2014
The Coast Guard cutter Alex Haley conducted training at the North Pacific
Regional Fisheries Training Center in Kodiak, June 9-13.
Several new personnel were in attendance, but many were regulars to the
challenges of conducting law-enforcement operations in the unforgiving
Alaskan waters.
The Alex Haley’s crew completed training on fisheries regulations, living
marine resource protection, and commercial fishing vessel safety regulations.
“The NPRFTC is critical to cutter crews,” said Lt. Dave Gilbert, operations officer aboard the Alex Haley. “The expertise that the instructors
provide to our people helps us detect and prevent incursions by foreign
fishing vessels into our exclusive economic zone and helps us identify
safety and fishing violations at sea. What I like most is that the center
emphasizes cutters having a positive mariner-to-mariner exchange with the
fleet. Despite regularly deploying to the Bering Sea, our team can always
use the superb training they provide.”
The Alex Haley, nicknamed the “Bulldog of the Bering,” is a 282-foot
medium endurance cutter home-ported in Kodiak. Its crew is charged with
patrolling Alaskan water, the Arctic, and the North Pacific Ocean, ensuring the safety and security of mariners and Alaskans. The crew’s primary
missions are homeland security, search and rescue, and law enforcement.

COASTAL SENATORS UNITE ON FISHING BOAT
DISCHARGE PERMITS
Alaska Dispatch News, Laine Welch, 8/3/2014
Fishermen won’t need special permits to hose off their decks thanks to a
bill moving through the U.S. Senate. That’s garnered a big sigh of relief
from harvesters across the nation.
“The Vessel Incidental Discharge Act extends a moratorium that was already granted to the commercial fishing industry from 2008, and it’s been
up every couple of years. It would extend this moratorium indefinitely so
commercial fishing vessels don’t have to apply for a discharge permit every time rain falls onto your deck and flows overboard. That’s incidental
discharge to the normal operation of a vessel. So it just cuts the red tape
that fishermen would have to incur,” explained Brett Veerhusen, executive
direction of Seafood Harvests of America, who has been watchdogging the
discharge bill.
The incidental discharge requirement is part of the Clean Boating Act
passed by Congress in 2008. It provided a permanent exemption for roughly 13 million recreational vessels, even 400-foot yachts, but not for commercial fishing boats or other vessels in the maritime industries. The measure affects nearly 10,000 fishing vessels in Alaska alone, and harvesters
believe the permanent exclusion should also apply to them.
Veerhusen said it is imperative that the discharge dodge is passed before
the temporary exemption expires Dec. 18.
“After that, commercial fishing vessels will be subject to permit requirements to test the water that runs off their deck from deck wash or even
rainwater,” he said. “That is completely onerous and ridiculous and burdensome.” The measure still has to get final approval from Congress, but
Veerhusen is confident it will make it through.

COURT—JONES ACT DOES NOT COVER WORKRELATED STRESS
Bryant’s Maritime Blog, 5/16/2014
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit ruled that a seafarer
may not recover under the Jones Act for injuries allegedly incurred due to
excessive work hours and an erratic sleep schedule. Relying on a decision
of the U.S. Supreme Court in a case involving the Federal Employer’s
Liability Act (on which the Jones Act is based), the court held that the
Jones Act addresses injuries caused by physical invasions or menaces. Work-related stress is not a peril covered by the Jones Act. Skye v.
Maersk Line, No. 12-16433 (11th Cir., May 15, 2014).
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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National Fisherman, July 2014
From U.S. Coast Guard reports
One June day at approximately 1:30 p.m., the watch-stander on the bridge
of a 187-foot U.S.-flagged tuna purse seiner fishing in the South Pacific 625
miles northwest of Fiji heard and saw a steering alarm on the bridge and
notified the skipper.
Simultaneously, the engineer on watch acknowledged the alarm in the engine control room. He proceeded to the rudder compartment to investigate.
The engineer discovered flooding there and observed water flowing through
an open watertight door into the shaft tunnel compartment forward of the
rudder compartment. The engineer left the rudder compartment to notify the
chief engineer but didn’t close the watertight door when he exited.
The watertight doors for both the steering compartment and the engine
room were open when the incident occurred. It was normal practice on the
seiner to use hold-back hooks or line to secure the doors to the bulkhead.
A four-person damage control team returned and attempted to shut the watertight door located between the rudder compartment and the shaft tunnel
compartment. The team was unsuccessful, and the chief engineer gave an
order to go above deck.
The team exited the area through the engine room. However, they didn’t
close a second watertight door between the shaft alley and the engine room.
The skipper decided to give the abandon ship order, and members of the
crew prepared and launched the skiff boat and net boat. Twenty-two crew
members safely boarded the boats. Another fishing boat in the vicinity recovered the 22 crewmen.
Unfortunately, two crew members remained in the wheelhouse when progressive flooding filled the rudder, shaft tunnel and engine room compartments. The flooding caused the vessel to overturn and sink 40 minutes after
the discovery of the flooding into waters more than 15,000 feet deep, claiming the lives of the two crew members.
Lessons learned
The U.S. Coast Guard’s Marine Safety Center determined that if either of
the watertight doors had been closed and the flooding isolated to only the
rudder compartment and shaft tunnel compartment, the vessel would have
maintained adequate damaged-condition stability. Only after all three compartments flooded did the boat rapidly lose its stability.
Watertight doors should remain closed at all times while underway. Avoid
keeping them open via the use of hold-back hooks, line or other means.
The importance of maintaining compartmentalization on any boat is paramount: It represents an inherent positive stability measure. Subversion of
compartmentalization significantly reduces a vessel’s ability to survive
damage or flooding. Cut lines that keep watertight doors open, permanently
remove hold-back hooks and place “KEEP DOOR CLOSED” labels on the
doors.
The Coast Guard has issued four Safety Alerts (3-07, 1-08, 12-08 and 4-10)
resulting from marine casualties and all addressing stability concerns associated with open watertight doors. The safety alerts contain several worthwhile recommendations and can be viewed at http://homeport.uscg.mil
under Investigations/Safety Alerts.
There are many approaches to enhancing safety aboard fishing vessels;
some involve equipment and others concern vessel operation. This article
describes one of the easiest ways to increase safety aboard a fishing vessel
— simply close watertight doors that can potentially save your vessel and
help you to fish safe.
This article is based on U.S. Coast Guard reporting and is intended to
bring safety issues to the attention of our readers. It is not intended to judge
or reach conclusions regarding the ability or capacity of any person, living
or dead, or any boat or piece of equipment.
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Continued from page 1
You are the best person to decide when PFDs should be required, what
type of PFD will work best for your type of fishing, and you are the one
who can teach effective procedures to your crew for recovering an exhausted person from the water.
In the past there were good reasons why fishermen did not wear PFDs.
Many PFDs were bulky and uncomfortable. They restricted movement and
some had protrusions that would snag on fishing gear. Those reasons are
history! A lot of thought has gone into new PFD designs to enable fishermen to conduct their work on deck without hampering movements. Many
fishermen have tried these new PFDs and found one they like to wear.
The key to finding the proper PFD is to try on different styles until you
find one that will work for the specific activities related to your type of
fishing. In NIOSH evaluations of PFD comfort, crabbers, longliners, gillnetters and trawlers tried fishing with different PFD styles and each had
differences in PFD selection but all found PFDs that were comfortable
while working. To see what PFDs work for these fisheries, go to the
NIOSH website: http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2013-131/
When selecting a PFD, consider that inflatable PFDs may be the most
comfortable to wear while working but they need regular maintenance and
care of the inflation devices to ensure the PFD functions when you are
counting on it. Foam PFDs are low cost, thicker, low maintenance and can
be worn under rain gear.
You can wear PFDs on deck even if they do not have Coast Guard approval numbers. Just be sure the vessel also has the correct number and type of
PFDs/Immersion Suits required by the regulations for abandon ship.
The best PFD is the one you wear! Find one you like. Then take care of
it, and when on deck, always—WEAR IT, WEAR IT, WEAR IT!
Recommendations
To reduce the risk of falling overboard:

Install or extend guard rails where possible.

Keep decks clean to prevent slipping or tripping.

Use nonskid material on decks.

Avoid deck work in rough weather when possible.

Use safety lines when appropriate.








Continued from last column
“And they actually climbed, as it was rolling, onto the bottom of the boat,”
Ferko said.
None of the crew ended up in the water: “They were thinking pretty fast,”
Ferko said. She said the water where the boat capsized was about 600 feet
deep.
Another fishing boat, the Infinite Grace, picked up the crew members from
the overturned hull and took them to the Valdez small boat harbor, Ferko
said. The Elohim, meanwhile, was towed to a mooring buoy in Port Valdez to be salvaged.
No pollution was reported, though the Elohim’s owner deployed a boom
around the boat as a precaution, the Coast Guard statement said. The boat
had a fuel capacity of about 900 gallons and was carrying about 500
pounds of salmon, according to the statement.
Ferko said hatches to the fish hold were open when the boat capsized, and
authorities are assuming the catch is lost.
The Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit was coordinating with the Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation and other state and federal
agencies to oversee the salvaging of the boat.

MARINE SAFETY MANUAL, VOLUME II-MATERIEL
INSPECTION, UPDATED
USCG, Lt. Jodie Knox, 7/3/3014
The Coast Guard published the updated Marine Safety Manual, Volume II
– Materiel Inspection.
This update consolidates about 20 Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circulars, Policy Letters and other instruments as well as updates to existing
portions of the manual and the addition of a chapter on Outer Continental
Shelf activities. It is part of the Coast Guard’s effort to provide updates
and consolidated guidance to the field and industry.
“In an environment as dynamic as ours, we recognize the need to continually update our policy to keep pace with advances in the maritime industry
and provide the most up to date guidance to our inspectors and industry
partners,” said Rear Adm. Paul Thomas, assistant commandant for prevention policy.
The Manual establishes marine safety policies and guidance for use by
industry, mariners, the general public, and the Coast Guard, as well as
other federal and state regulators, in applying statutory and regulatory
requirements.
View the complete manual here: http://www.uscg.mil/directives/
cim/16000-16999/CIM_16000_7B.pdf.

For successful rescues from the water:
Ensure all crewmembers wear a PFD on deck.
Never go out on deck alone.
Keep a Man Overboard Recovery Device aboard your vessel.
Have a rescue plan and practice it frequently.
Ensure that more than one person on board can operate the vessel in
an emergency.
Use a man overboard alarm system.
If you fish alone or work on deck alone, consider keeping a small
Personal Locator Beacon in the pocket of your work vest.

FISHING CREWMAN FALLS OVERBOARD, DIES NEAR
KING COVE
Alaska Dispatch News, Tegan Hanlon, 7/7/2014
A crew member on a commercial fishing vessel died after he fell overboard near King Cove, said Alaska State Troopers.
Rudy Dushkin Jr., 53, was pulling up the anchor on the 32-foot vessel Matt
-Michelle when a large swell slammed into its side and flung Dushkin into
the water. He was not wearing a life jacket. Bert Bendixen, the vessel’s
captain, was the only other person on board, troopers said.
Bendixen radioed a distress call, troopers said.
Troopers and the U.S. Coast Guard offered different accounts of what
happened once Dushkin fell overboard.
The agencies said that once onshore, Bendixen and crew members from
the fishing vessel Miss Roxanne, who responded to the distress call, tried
to resuscitate Dushkin. They were unsuccessful.
The U.S. Coast Guard was notified of the death and contacted troopers.
Neither agency responded to the scene, said Beth Ipsen, troopers’ spokeswoman.
Dushkin’s body was still in King Cove. Troopers said it will be flown to
the State Medical Examiner’s Office in Anchorage for further investigation.

Troy Rentz is the Alternate Compliance and Safety Agreement (ACSA)
Coordinator for the 13th Coast Guard District.

CREW OF CAPSIZED FISHING BOAT CAN THANK
INFINITE GRACE FOR THEIR RESCUE
Alaska Dispatch News, Devin Kelly, 7/6/2014
A 45-foot fishing boat carrying several hundred pounds of salmon flipped
over and capsized near Valdez, Coast Guard officials said.
None of the four adult crew members on board were injured in the incident, according to a Coast Guard statement. The Homer-based fishing boat
Elohim was passing through Port Valdez when it flipped over, said Coast
Guard spokeswoman Lt. Allie Ferko.
The cause is under investigation, Ferko said.
The four crew members were in the cabin of the fishing boat when it started to roll, Ferko said. Two managed to climb out the window of the cabin,
and the other two escaped out the back door of the cabin, she said.
Continued on next column
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

3

Summer 2014, Issue 86

OSHA CITES SEAFOOD PROCESSOR FOR SERIOUS
SAFETY VIOLATIONS FOLLOWING WORKER’S DEATH

Continued from last column
such as processing, handling frozen fish and hauling the gear.
One purpose of the study is to give boat owners, the Coast Guard and
academic researchers information they can use to design equipment and
develop work practices to eliminate as many injuries as possible.
They could start with the freezer trawler fleet, which had a fatal injury
rate nearly twice that of the freezer longline boats, while the non-fatal
injuries were 22 percent higher.
A majority of the non-fatal injuries among the freezer trawler boats took
place while handling frozen fish in the freezer holds. Those accounted for
139 of the 409 injuries. Many of those injuries took place while stacking
blocks of frozen fish. Second on the list was processing fish in the factories with 72 injures. The level of severity went from minor to serious.
There were 25 fatal injuries in the freezer trawler fleet with 20 deaths
stemming from the sinking of the Arctic Rose in 2001, followed by the
sinking of the Alaska Ranger in 2008.
Three of the five remaining deaths came as a result of falling overboard,
one from being struck by a trawl cable and another from being hit by a
hydraulic door.
In the case of the freezer longlining boats, a majority of the accidents
took place on deck. The roller was the culprit, inflicting the crew with
lacerations, punctures and avulsions from flying hooks. There were 61
injuries, mostly from working the roller. The freezer hold, responsible for
51 injuries, took second place.
The freezer longline fleet had nine fatalities between 2001 and 2012.
Three people died when the 180-foot freezer longliner Galaxy caught fire
and sank in the Bering Sea in 2002. Three of the remaining six deaths
were by drowning, two from blunt force trauma after being caught in a
conveyor belt, and one from asphyxiation after being exposed to Freon in
a confined space.
The injury rates for both the freezer trawler and longline fleets may be
much higher as the report’s authors note some injuries were unreported.
Still, it’s obvious that enough people are being injured and dying that
work should be done to make onboard work areas safer.

OSHA Regional News Release, 6/9/2014
A 35-year-old sanitation supervisor at a New Bedford fish processing plant
died on Jan. 16, 2014, after he was caught in the rotating parts of the shucking machine he was cleaning. Following an investigation by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration, his
employer, Sea Watch International Ltd., was cited for seven serious safety
violations, including failure to implement basic safety procedures to protect
workers who service or maintain machines.
“This worker should not have died. This death was preventable if the company had implemented the required safety practices,” said Brenda Gordon,
OSHA’s area director for southeastern Massachusetts. “It is the employer’s
responsibility to ensure that all requirements are met and to take effective
action to ensure that these hazards, and the dangers they pose to workers,
do not occur again.”
The company was cited for failing to implement lockout/tagout procedures
that protect workers who clean machinery. The violations include failure to
provide a lockout device, incomplete lockout/tagout procedures, not conducting periodic inspections of these procedures to ensure that all requirements were being met, and failure to train all affected sanitation employees
in lockout/tagout procedures. OSHA found that plant employees were exposed to fall hazards and were not trained in up-to-date chemical hazard
communication methods.
OSHA also cited Workforce Unlimited Inc., the Johnston, R.I., temporary
employment company that supplied temporary workers to the plant, for
three serious violations for lack of lockout/tagout procedures, lack of chemical hazard communication training, and exposing workers to ladder hazards. Workforce Unlimited Inc. was cited as a joint employer because it had
a supervisor on-site with knowledge of the working conditions. A serious
violation occurs when there is substantial probability that death or serious
physical harm could result from a hazard about which the employer knew
or should have known. Sea Watch employs 15 full-time workers at its New
Bedford plant; 185 of the workers at the plant were temporary employees
supplied by Workforce Unlimited.
Concerned about a growing trend of injuries and deaths involving temporary workers, OSHA launched an initiative in 2013 to address the issue. In
every inspection, OSHA inspectors determine if every temporary worker at
a work site has received the safety training and protections required by law
for the job. If not, the employment agency and host employer may both be
cited for violations.
“Host employers need to treat temporary workers as they treat existing
employees. Temporary staffing agencies and host employers share joint
responsibility for temporary employees’ safety and health. It is essential
that both employers and staffing agencies comply with all relevant OSHA
requirements,” said Robert B. Hooper, OSHA’s acting regional administrator for New England. Proposed fines against Sea Watch total $35,410,
while fines against Workforce Unlimited total $9,000. For more information, visit http://www.osha.gov/.

NEW NIOSH REPORT OUTLINES HAZARDS FOR
DISTANT WATER TUNA FLEET
NIOSH Update, 5/28/2014
A new report released by the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH) provides the first baseline assessment of the hazards
faced by workers in the Distant Water Tuna Fleet. NIOSH found that, compared to most other fishing fleets in the U.S., workers in this fleet are at
high risk of suffering a fatal injury, with falls overboard being the leading
cause of death. Workers were also at risk for non-fatal injuries, including
head injuries, asphyxiation and amputations of fingers.
NIOSH, by request of the U.S. Coast Guard, conducted this evaluation of
the Distant Water Tuna Fleet to look at fatal and non-fatal traumatic injuries and provide recommendations for preventing future injuries and fatalities. The Distant Water Tuna Fleet size has grown significantly from 14
vessels in 2006 to a total of 39 vessels in 2012. The report provides a baseline assessment of the current injury and fatality rates for this fleet, with
NIOSH providing specific recommendations for employers and workers to
improve safety.
In the report, NIOSH provides a number of recommendations, including
wearing personal flotation devices and appropriate footwear when working
on the vessels, conducting monthly emergency drills for responding to falls
overboard, following proper procedures when entering confined spaces,
and ensuring communication between ships officers and crew during emergencies to prevent traumatic injuries to workers.
The Distant Water Tuna Fleet operates in remote locations, which makes
rescue and medical response challenging. The NIOSH report helps to identify critical areas of concern for this fleet and makes recommendations that
will help vessel owners make the necessary improvements to ensure the
safety of the workers.

NIOSH REPORT STUDIES FREEZER BOAT INJURIES
National Fisherman, Boats & Gear Blog, Michael Crowley, 7/3/2014
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health recently released a very detailed analysis of injuries suffered by the crews of freezer
trawlers and freezer longliners operating in the Bering Sea and Gulf of
Alaska from 2001 to 2012. The 11-page report published in the American
Journal of Industrial Medicine looks at fatal and non-fatal injuries; lists the
nature of the injury, such as fracture, amputation, laceration, contusion;
and notes the task being performed when the injury occurred,
Continued on next column
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COAST GUARD RESPONDS TO CAPSIZED VESSEL NEAR
VALDEZ, ALASKA

Continued from previous column
Fire-fighter communication on-board
Amendments to SOLAS regulation II-2/10 on fire fighting enter into force
on 1 July 2014, to require a minimum of two two-way portable radiotelephone apparatus for each fire party for fire fighters’ communication to be
carried. The apparatus shall be of an explosion-proof type or intrinsically
safe. Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall comply with the above
requirements not later than the first survey after 1 July 2018.

USCG News, Diana Honings, 8/6/2014
VALDEZ, Alaska — The Coast Guard responded to four mariners aboard
the capsized 40-foot fishing vessel Auriga near Valdez, Monday, August 4.
The mariners climbed aboard the vessel’s skiff and were rescued by nearby
good Samaritan fishing vessel Cornelia Marie and taken to Port Valdez.
Coast Guard Sector Anchorage command center watchstanders received a
report that the crew of the Auriga, homeported in Juneau, was fishing in
the vicinity of Eaglek Bay when a storm approached from the southeast.
The crew ceased fishing operations and prepared for the storm but a large
wave reportedly caused the Auriga to capsize.
The Auriga remains capsized and partially submerged in the vicinity of
Unakwik Inlet. The vessel has a fuel capacity of 200 gallons and was carrying approximately 18,000 pounds of fish at the time of the capsizing.
“Auriga’s owner contracted commercial response services out of Cordova
to assist with the fuel removal and salvage of the vessel,” said Lt. Ben
Bauman, public affairs officer at Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Valdez.
“We are coordinating with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation and other federal and state agencies to oversee salvage of the
vessel and ensure the safety and protection of the marine environment.”

Instructions, on-board training and drills
Further amendments to regulation II-2/15 on instructions, on-board training
and drills require an on-board means of recharging breathing apparatus
cylinders used during drills, or a suitable number of spare cylinders.
Protection of vehicle, special category and ro-ro spaces
Another amendment to regulation II-2/20 on protection of vehicle, special
category and ro-ro spaces related to fixed fire-extinguishing systems updates the requirements. The amendments apply to ships constructed on or
after 1 July 2014. Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 shall comply with
the previously applicable requirements.
Forms of certificates and records of equipment
Other amendments to the appendix to the annex to the SOLAS Convention
replace all forms of certificates and records of equipment, including its
1988 Protocol, and further amendments relate to the forms of the Cargo
Ship Safety Construction Certificate and Cargo Ship Safety Equipment
Certificate of its 1978 Protocol.

SOLAS RULES FOR SHIPS TO BE ABLE TO RECOVER
PERSONS FROM THE WATER ENTER INTO
FORCE

Container convention amendments
Also entering into force on 1 July 2014 are amendments to the International
Convention for Safe Containers (CSC), 1972, which were adopted in 2013
by resolution MSC.355(92), to incorporate and facilitate the entry into
force of amendments to the CSC Convention adopted in 1993 by resolution
A.737(18), including amendments relating to the form of the safety approval plate and to the approval of existing and new containers. The amendments also introduce a transitional period for marking containers with
restricted stacking capacity and include a list of deficiencies which do not
require an immediate out-of-service decision by control officers, but require additional safety measures to enable safe ongoing transport.

International Maritime Organization, 7/01/2014
New requirements under the International Convention for the Safety of
Life at Sea (SOLAS) to require all ships to have plans and procedures to
recover persons from the water are among a set of SOLAS amendments
entering into force on 1 July 2014.
Recovery of persons from the water
The SOLAS amendments, adopted in 2012, were developed as part of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO)’s work on large passenger ship
safety and are aimed at ensuring all ships have the capability to effectively
serve as a rescue asset and have the right equipment to be able to rescue
persons from the water and from survival craft, in the event of an incident.
This new requirement is intended to enhance safety at sea and also to provide support to search and rescue coordinators in all types of rescue operations and, particularly, in those situations where there is insufficient dedicated search and rescue capacity or access to helicopters and specialized
rescue craft is limited. The ship’s plans and procedures should take into
account related Guidelines for the development of plans and procedures for
recovery of persons from the water (MSC.1/Circ.1447).
Ships constructed before 1 July 2014 are required to comply with the requirement by the first periodical or renewal safety equipment survey of the
ship to be carried out after 1 July 2014, whichever comes first. The implementation of the requirements on ships to which SOLAS does not apply is
encouraged under a related MSC resolution, also adopted in 2012, which
invites SOLAS Contracting Governments to determine to what extent the
requirements should apply to cargo ships of a gross tonnage below 500
engaged on any voyage, cargo ships of a gross tonnage of 500 and above
not engaged on international voyages, passenger ships not engaged on
international voyages, fishing vessels, high-speed craft, dynamically supported craft, special purpose ships, and mobile offshore drilling units. For
seafarers, IMO has issued A Pocket Guide to Recovery Techniques (IMO
I947E).

The SOLAS convention has been ratified by 162 States representing
98.77% of world merchant shipping tonnage.

IMPORTANT ELM RECALL
Lithonia Lighting Quantum® ELM and ELM2 Incandescent Fixtures
In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Lithonia Lighting is voluntarily recalling solid green circuit boards used in
Quantum® ELM and ELM2 incandescent fixtures sold between March
2010 and March 2014. The fixture’s circuit board can overheat and cause
the fixture to melt, catch fire, and ignite nearby items, posing a fire and
burn hazard to consumers.
Catalog Numbers included in recall:
ELM
ELM2
ELM CSR
ELM2 B
ELM DL
ELM2 DL
ELM2 USPOM
ELM2 B DL
ELM2 NOM
ELM2 220-240V 60HZ
NOTE: The LED, SD (Self Diagnostic), and WRS (Wireless Reporting
System) version of this product is not included in the recall.
Circuit Boards included in recall: Two-sided Green

Reducing on-board noise
Also entering into force on 1 July 2014 is the new SOLAS regulation II-1/3
-12, which requires new ships to be constructed to reduce on-board noise
and to protect personnel from noise, in accordance with the revised Code
on noise levels on board ships, which sets out mandatory maximum noise
level limits for machinery spaces, control rooms, workshops, accommodation and other spaces on board ships.
Continued on next column
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

NOTE: Double sided beige and one side green/one side beige boards are
not included in the recall. See more at: http://www.acuitybrands.com/elmrecall#sthash.pRulAOqo.dpuf

5

Summer 2014, Issue 86

AUGUST – DECEMBER 2014
2014
CLASS SCHEDULE

SAFETY BITES & MEMBER NEWS

STCW 5-day Basic Training (BT)
$975 Members / $1,075 Non-members
Aug. 4-8, Sept. 8-12, Oct. 6-10, Nov. 3-7, Dec. 8-12

PACIFIC MARINE EXPO
We are happy to announce Pacific Marine Expo will run November 19-21, 2014 at the Century Link Field Event Center. We will
be set up in Booth 1024 this year. All information, including vendors, exhibits, and discussions can be found online:
http://www.pacificmarineexpo.com/.

Medical Emergencies at Sea
$110 Members / $135 Non-members
Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Oct. 6, Oct. 13, Nov. 7, Dec. 10, Dec. 18

NPFVOA’s Fall 2014

2-Day Basic Fire Fighting
$495 Members / $515 Non-members
Aug. 6-7, Sept. 10-11 , Oct. 9-10, Nov. 5-6, Dec. 8-9

Golf Tournament Fundraiser
SPONSORED BY U.S. SEAFOODS, LLC
Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Golf Club at Redmond Ridge
Redmond, WA

Drill Instructor Workshop
$110 Members / $135 Non-members
Aug. 13, Sept. 11, Sept. 16, Oct. 14, Nov. 17, Nov. 6, Dec. 19

Reserve your spot today by calling Brie at (206) 285-3383!

BST NOW FORMALLY REFERRED to as BT
Due to the implementation of the amendments to STCW, Basic Safety
Training (BST) is now referred to as Basic Training (BT).

Shipyard Competent Person
$475 Members / $495 Non-members
Sept. 17-19, Oct. 15-17, Nov. 12-14, Dec. 10-12
Shipyard Competent Person Refresher
$185 Members / $195 Non-members
Sept. 19, Oct. 17, Nov. 14, Dec. 12
Safety Equipment & Survival Procedures
$195 Members / $225 Non-members
Aug. 21, Oct. 23
Navigation: Collision Avoidance
$150 Members / $200 Non-members
Call for Dates
8-Hour Shipboard Damage Control
$250 Members / $265 Non-members
Nov. 18, Dec. 11
AB Seamen Unlimited
$950 Members / $950 Non-members
Call for Dates
4-Day STCW Medical Care Provider
$995 Members / $1,100 Non-members
Nov. 3-6, Dec. 1-4
24-Hour HAZWOPER Technician
$375 Members / $400 Non-members
Aug. 25-27, Sept. 22-24, Oct. 27-29, Nov. 24-26, Dec. 15-17
8-Hour HAZWOPER Refresher
$150 Members / $175 Non-members
On first or last day of 24-Hour class

This newsletter is published quarterly by the North Pacific Fishing Vessel
Owners’ Association (NPFVOA) Vessel Safety Program and is free to
members. To receive a subscription, please consider joining NPFVOA by
completing the membership form on the back page and mailing it to
NPFVOA with the appropriate fee. Memberships are annual, and all
contributions are tax deductible.
NPFVOA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit association.

Specimen Collection Certification
$100 Members / $125 Non-members
Sept. 23, Oct. 7, Nov. 11, Dec. 11
NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program Courses Include:

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tim Vincent—President
Vincent Maritime Services

Lurilla Lee
Trident Seafoods

David Wilson—Vice President
Iquique US, LLC

Darrin Manor
United States Seafoods

Jason Brantley—Treasurer
Bank of America

Mark Weed
Golden Alaska Seafoods

Kurt Gremmert
Spartan Ltd.

Jim Woeppel—Legal Counsel
Aiken St. Louis & Siljeg

Chris Kline
Alaska Boat Co.

Ken Tippett
Andrew Heater
Coastal Villages Seafoods

Kevin Kaldestad
Tom Suryan
Mariner Boats
Rich Morgan
Lauren Frey
Servco Pacific Insurance



STCW Basic Training
 STCW Basic Training Refresher
 STCW 2-Day Basic Firefighting
 STCW Medical Emergencies at Sea
 STCW Personal Survival Techniques
 STCW Personal Safety & Social Responsibility
 STCW 32-Hour Medical Care Provider
 Drill Instructor Workshop
 Drill Instructor Workshop for Small Vessels
 24-Hour HAZWOPER Technician
 8-Hour HAZWOPER Refresher
 Specimen Collection Certification
 Shipyard Competent Person
 Shipyard Competent Person Refresher
 8-Hour Shipboard Damage Control
 Able Seaman
 OSHA Marine 10-Hour
 Shipboard Watertight Door & Hatch Training
 OSHA Compliance at the Dock or Shipyard
 Onboard Safety Orientation
 2-Hour In-the-Water Survival Training
 Crane Operations & Maintenance
 Navigation: Collision Avoidance
 OUPV, 100-Ton and 200-Ton License
 O/B Fire Team Training

Jonathan Parrott —
Technical Advisor
Jensen Maritime Consultants
Aaron Harrington
Global Diving & Salvage

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program Staff
Karen Conrad – Executive Director
Rebecca Hanratty – Program Coordinator
Brie Vennard – Program Assistant

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program

Additional custom courses to fit all your
safety training needs!
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The NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program is a non-profit association dedicated to education and training in marine safety. Because safety is a concern for everyone in our industry,
NPFVOA seeks membership from an expanded industry sector—commercial fishing, workboats, passenger and recreational vessels, and the businesses that support them.
Company Name:
Vessel Name:
Primary Contact Name & Title:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Would you like to receive information & updates via email?

Yes

No

Would you like us to link to you from our web site?

Yes

No

Web Site:

Please describe the services your company provides:

Vessel Information

Vessel/Gear Type(s)

Target Fisheries

Length (feet):
Tonnage (GRT):

 Vessel (over 79 ft.)
 Vessel (60-79 ft.)
 Vessel (under 60 ft.)
 Associate

$600
$300
$125
$400

 Individual

$75

Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to all current crew members and management company.
Benefits apply to business personnel only; vessel crew ineligible at this level.
(Appropriate for marine support industry, i.e. law firms, ship yards, fuel suppliers, etc.)

Benefits are limited to named individual and are non-transferable
(Appropriate for crewmen and single-person business entities.)

NPFVOA Vessel Safety Program
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